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L E T T E R 


From a Foreign Miniſter at y 
'k 


VIENNA, 


0 another of the ſame Quality at the 


CONCERNING 


"Tk Death of the Late E HEROuR 1 


ROMANS, and the moſt Adviſeable Me- 
thods of coming to a New and Speedy 


Election for the Good of the COMMON 


CAUSE. | 
To which is Added 
Her BRRITANICK MAIESTIESs and Her 


PARLIAMENTS Reſolutions thereupon. 


As alſo that of their High Mightineſſes the 
STATES-GENERAL; Extracted from 
the Journals of the Ho us xofCommo ne, 


and the Reports of the STATES-GENBRAL.. 


Likewiſe a Letter from them to K. Charles 


on that Subject, with ſcarce and valuable 
Authorities from the moſt approved Authors 


of the Methods and Ceremonies which are- 
to be Obſerv'd 1 in we * Election. 
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W printed * Sold by J. Mor phem, near 
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Vienna, Apr. 18, 171 * 


HE Courier that brings this, 
will be diſpatch'd back again 
with all Expedition, as ſoon 
as the melancholy News of the 
Emperor's unexpected Death 
N will give the Congreſs time to 
think of proper Meaſures to be taken in this 
fatal Emergency. That Prince was taken ill 
on the roth inſtant, and his Diſtemper appear- 
ing to be the Small Pox, proper Remedies were 
made uſe of by his Phyſicians which brought 
the Puſtules out after ſuch a manner as to pro- 
miſe very ſucceſsful Events. 

This made his Imperial Majeſty, after Sign- 
ing the Declaration in favour of the Duke of 
Savqy, which the Earl of Peterborow was to 
carry with him to Turin, give Orders for the 
immediate departure of Prince Engene to the 
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Netherlands, who deſir'd to have taken leave 
of his Majeſty but was deny'd, on account of 


his not having had the Small Pox. Nothing 


but good Symptoms appear'd in every circu 

ſtance of his Majeſty's Diftemper till the 16t! 
at Night, the Morning before which, the Ge- 
neral above-mention'd ſet out for the Hague; 


when, to the ſurprize and gtief of the whole 


Court, thoſe Puſtules that roſe fo very finel 
before, all ſunk and-fell, and that moſt Augu 
Monarch, after being delirious for ſeveral 
Hours, and troubled with Convulſive Fits 
ſurrender d up his Soul into the Hands of his 
Redeemer, and was gather'd to his Fathers, 
half an hour aſter Eleven this Morning. 
To deſcribe the conſternation. of this Court 
and City upon this lamentable Occaſion, is a 
Task ſuperiour to my Abilities ; T ſhall there- 
fore only tell your Lordſhip, that after all poſs 
ſible precautions, had been takei ti prevent 
this diſmal Accident's having any ſatal effect 
upon the Empreſs, that was now become the 
moſt mournful Widow that ever was ſeen; 
care was taken to ſummon the Counſel who 
immediately deſir'd the Empreſs Mother ta 
take the adminiſtration of the Hereditary Al- 
fairs into her Hands, and ſent for Prince 
Eugene to return inſtantly to Vienna, where his 
Preſence is very neceſſary. oel el: 38 
An Expreſs was alſo ſent to the Elector of 
Mentz, who has a Right to ſummon the other 
Electors to meet at Fanctfort on the 


%. 


N 
for a new Election; as likewiſe to the Elector 
Palatine and King Auguſtus of Saxony, who 
are Vicars of the Empire during an Interreg- 
num; the one in Szabia, Franconia, and the 
courſe of the Rhine, from the Head of it, and 
the Danube, down to the Netherlands, ; and 
the other, not only in all the Provinces where 
the Saxon. Law is in force, but alſo over all the 


other which lie in the Circles of Upper and 


Lower Saxony. Nor was timely Proviſion 
wanting, after Count Jorger was diſpatch'd to 
Barcelona to acquaint his Catholick Majeſty, 
Charles the III. with this deplorable Misfor- 
tune, to make the other Courts of Europe ap- 
priz'd of it, in particular Great Britain, and 
the Lords the States General of the United 
Provinces, that they, through their Intereſt 
with the Electors and Princes of the Empire, 
might form ſuch Schemes as ſhould defeat the 


Deſigns of the Common Enemy, in the 


Choice of the preſent King of Spain to the 
Throne of his Auguſt Anceſtors, who have 
had it in their Family, either in a direct or a 
collateral Line, ever * the Lear 1438. that 
Albert the Magnanimous of Auſtria ſucceeded 
his r the Emperor Sigiſimund, 
which is about 273 Years.. 2 
What induces the greateſt Politicians among 
us to hope the Election will fall thus, is, 

Firſt, Becauſe the Houſe of Auſtria has been 
ſo long in poſſeſſion of the Imperial Dignity. 


Secondly, 


(6) 
Secondly, Becauſe of their great Dominions 
in the Empire and its Neighbourhood, being 
Kings of Hungary, Bohemia, Dalmatia, Croatia, 
Sclavonia, Bulgaria, Boſnia, Servia, and Raſcia, 
Arch-Duke of Auſtria, Duke of Burgundy, Bra- 


bant, Stiria, Carinthia, Carniola, Luxemburgh, 


Wittezburgh, together with the Higher and 
Lower Sileſia, Marquiſs of the Holy Empire, 
Burgam, Moravia, with the Higher and 
Lower L#ſatia, Sovereign Count of Habsburgh, 
Tyrol, Fevrette, Kiburgh, Goutia, Landgrave 
of Alſace, Lord of Windiſbmark, Portwaw and 
Saliues: Which Titles and Domains make him 


by much the greateſt Prince of the Empire, 


and moſt capable of defending it in caſe of 
a War with the Turks, Italians, or Poles, be- 
cauſe his Hereditary Dominions reach from 
Swiſſerland to the confines of Turkey one way, 
and from the Frontiers of Saxony to the Gulph 
of Venice another, a vaſt Tract of Ground be- 
ing more than 3 90 Miles from South to North, 
and 600 from Eaſt to Weſt and all conti- 
guous. 

To this may be added, That his Family is 
now the moſt Illuſtrious in all the World, 
there having been no lets than 19 Emperors, 
16 Kings, 31 Electors and Electrices, and 
190 Dukes, Dutcheſſes, Princes, Princeſſes, 
Counts and Counteſſes, from the Emperor 
Rodol phus of that Houle. | | 

Thirdly, Becauſe the Elector of Mentz, wha 
is High Chancelor, and by conſequence the 
ſecond 


- 


(7). 
ſecond Perſon in the Empire, and who pre- 
ſides at the Election, and collects the Suffra- 
is in the Intereſt of the Houſe of Auſtria: 


Fle and his Brother Count Sconborn, who is 
Vice- Chancellor of the Empire, having been 


advanc'd by them to their reſpective Digni- 
ties, and it is the Duty of his Office to ſum- 
mon the Electors to appear in Perſon, or by 
Deputies, for the Choice of a new Emperor, 
wherein he will in all likelihood loſe no Time, 
at ſuch a dangerous Conjuncture. 
Fourthly, Becauſe the Elector of Treves is a 
Son of the Houſe of Lorrain, which has had 
great Honours confer'd upon it by the late Em- 


* 


peror and his Predeceſſors, and a Grandſon of 
= the Houſe of Auſtria by his Mother, who was 
Aunt to King Charles, and therefore undoubt- 


edly in the Intereſt of his Family, that gave 
Sanctuary to that Prince his Father, when 
deſpoil'd of his Dominions by the preſent King 
of France, Lewis the XIV. Ky 

Fifthly, Becauſe King Charles himſelf, as 
King of Bohemia, is the firſt in Dignity of all 
the ſecular Electors, and has the firſt Vote next 
to thoſe of Ment and Treves. 

Sixthly, Becauſe the EleQor Palatine, 


who is Vicar of the Empire on the Rhine, &c. 


and by conſequence muſt have a very great 
Influence on the Election, is Uncle to King 
Charles, by his Mother the Empreſs Dowager 
to Leopold, and entirely in his Intereſt. 


S eventhly, 
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Seventhly, Becauſe King Auguſtm, who is 
m 


Vicar of the other part of the Empire, as Ele- 


Qtor of Saxony, does in a great meaſure owe 


his Election to the Throne of Poland to the 
aſſiſtance of the Houſe of Auſtria, and is de- 


ſcended from them by Marriage. YU 


Eijzhthly, Becauſe the King of Pruſſia is like- 
wiſe allied to that Family after the ſame man- 
ner, and has receiv'd the Regal Dignity as the 


ſole Grant of the late Emperor's Father, 


without whoſe concurrence in his Favour, he - 


had never aſſum'd that Auguſt Character. 


Ninthly, Becauſe the Elector of Hannover, 
who is the laſt, tho* not the leaſt Powerful 
of the foregoing Electors, muſt ever acknow- 
ledge his Creation to that Dignity due to the 
Houſe of Auſtria, not without great oppoſition 
from thoſe who preſer'd their particular 
Views to the Common Good of Europe, and 
the Merit of that great and illuſtrious Family, 
which being likewiſe deſcended, by Marriage, 
from the Houſe of Auſtria, as well as from a 
Daughter of Great Britaiz, and newly allied 
to the Imperial Family by the preſent Empreſs 
Dowager, Willhelmina Amalia, Daughter to 
John Feedevick, late Duke of Hannover. - 
Tenthly, Becauſe there ſeems to be no other 
Prince whoſe Election will occaſion leſs Diffi- 
culties at this dangerous Conjuncture, when 
the Union of France and Spain actually threat- 
ens the Liberties of Europe, and that it will 
make King Charles the more capable of Wu 

the 


* 


che Monarchy of Spain from the Houſe of Baur. 


bon, which is one of the principal Cauſes of the 
preſent Confederacy and War, and will hke- 


- wiſe enable him the better to oppoſe thoſe 


new Commotions with which Europe is threat- 
ned by the Turks, and Tartars. tk 

But as the excluſion of the two Electors of 
Bavaria and Cologn from being preſent at 
this Election, may occaſion Proteſts againſt 
it, and ſeveral Princes may in all probabi- 


lity take umbrage at King Charles his be- 


ing both Emperor and King of Spain, as if 
that Family would be too great, and might 
from thence revive their Deſign for the Uni- 
verſal Monarchy; ſo it may not be improper 
to caſt out for ſuch a Succeſſor to the Spaniſh 
Dominions which are out of Italy, as may be 
moſt agreeable to the Confederated Powers ; 
tho' the Emperor Charles V. who was likewiſe 
King of Spain, by endeavouring to obtain this 
Univerſal Monarchy, has ſo weaken'd his Sue- 
ceſſors by it, that they have never ſince been 
capable of re-attempting it, or any thing like - 
it, except in what was done by Ferdinand II. 
and III. who endeavour'd to be abſolute in 
Germany, and ſo ruin'd themſelves and impae 


veriſh'd their Succeſſors, by bringing the 
Swedes and French into the Empire. | 

To this purpoſe, it may not be amiſs to Jook 
upon ſuch a Prince, who by the acceſſion of 
the Kingdom of Spain to his other Territories, 
HY be rhe leaſt enabled to infult his Neigh- 
\ tours. 


B Now 


Now as he muſt be one of the Roman Cusbo · 
lick Religion, we ſeem to have but two Com- 
petitors for this high Dignity; the Duke of 
= Savoy, who deferves well of the Confederates 
1 for his firm and unparalell'd adherence to the ' 
| Common Cauſe, and the King of Portugal who 
is no inconſiderable acceſſion of Strength to it. 
Fhe firſt in all appearance will be heartily 
oppos'd by the Engliſb, who will never allow 

any Potentate to be poſſeſs'd of that Monar- 
chy, who by Themſelves or their Poſterity, 
may form the leaſt Pretenſions to their Crowns, 
WM: i which 1s ſettled upon the Proteſtant Line of 

4 Hanover; ſince this might endanger thoſe Li- 
q - berties and that Religion which they had pur- 
1; chas'd to themſelves by a great profuſion of 
1 Blood and Treaſure. And the ſecond by ha- 
ving the Grant of it confer'd upon him, would 
give ſuch Umbrage to .other Princes in the 
| Grand Alliance, eſpecially the Duke of Savoy, 

1 who is ſo very obſervant of the leaſt diſre- 
4 gard to his Intereſts, as to be liable to be 
1 drawn off from the Confederacy on ſuch oc- 
. caſion. . 
| If therefore thoſe whoſe proper Buſineſs it 
is to conſult the Quiet and Repoſe of the 
whole Chriſtian World, ſhould think it more 
to their purpoſe to divide the Spaniſh Monar- 
chy, than to let the full and whole Poſſeſſion 
deſcend to the Houſe of Auſtria, it may not 
carry the Face of Injuſtice with it to let the 
Duke of Savoy, be poſſeſsd of Naples and 8 | 
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Mileneze, with the Title of King of Lombardy, 


* 


1 . 


and the devolution of the Dukedom of Taſca- 


ny when that ſhall fall, to keep it from be- 


ing in the Hands of the Fench, who are laying 


Pretences to the Succeſſion of it; while Kin 
Charles, if Emperor, holds himſelf content 


with Sicily, Sardinia, Majorca, and the Impe- 
rial Fiefs in Itah, that the King of Portugal 
may be put into the poſſeſſion of the reſt of 
Spain, and the Weſt Indies. 

Such a Partition would never endanger the 
Liberties of Europe, tho? at preſent there is ſo 
little of the Spaniſh Monarchy recover'd from 
the French, and the wreſting of the remainder 
from them is ſo like to prove a Work of ſuch Dif- 
ficulty, that it ſcarce ſeems worth any Prince's 
while to be his Catholick Majeſty's Rival for 
that Crown. But were he quietly poſleſs'd of 
the whole, as he certainly has the beſt Title to 
it, the Houſe of Auſtria is undoubtedly too 
much oblig'd to the Confederates in general, 
to pretend to hurt their Neighbours, or the 
Ballance of Europe with it. | 

The improbability of it is evident from the 
other Branches of their Dominions lying ſo re- 
mote from it, and their having no competency: 
of Naval Force to tranſport Troops from the 


one part to the other, and their not being able 


to march them to the Places of Embarkment, 
without leave of other Princes and States. 
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(12) 
To this I may add, that if God bleſs. King 
Charles with more Sons than one, as his Queen 
is now gone ſix Months with Child, the Au- 
ſtrian Eagle will ſplit again into two, as former- 
7 and then the Danger of their Exorbitant 
ower will be over, before either of the 
agtes can recover the Feathers they have loſt 

by molting fo long. WD | 

_ Bekides, the ſetting up a new Pretender to 
Spain, without the conſent of King Charles and 
his Party, may not only loſe the Confederates 
all the footing they have there, but endanger 
the whole Alliance, and expoſe all Europe to 
a greater danger of being over-run by the 
Houſe of Bourbon than others. | 
However, theſe Conjectures are left to the 

determinations of our reſpective Sovereigns, 


who already know, that Charles V. was cho- 


ſen Emperot when King of Spain, and actual- 


- ly refiding in that Country at his Palace in 


Barcelona; which Country was then more 
Powerful by far than now, and govern'd by 
the wiſeſt, braveſt, richeſt, and moſt victo- 
rious Prince of his Time, in full Poſſeſſion of 
the Dominions of the Houſe of Bargundy, and 
the whole Netherlands; yet, with all theſe Ad- 


vantages, Which no Emperor or King of Spain 


can-ever expect again, he was not able to car- 
ry the Univerſal Monarchy : So that the Ob- 
jection from thence, againſt the preſent King 
Charles enjoying both Crowns has nothing 


M It. 
Bu 


(13) 


But my Letter is run out into a more than 


ordinary length, and your Lordſhip is too ſen- 


ſible of the indiſpenſible Neceſſity of provid- 
ing for the repoſe of Europe, not to be of my 
Opinion. What the Frexch have to do in this 
unhappy Conjuncture, is to lay hold on all Oc- 
caſions of diſturbing the Peace of the Empire, 
which they ſeldom let ſlip, and which now 
ſeem to offer themſelves, unleſs the Diet of 
Ratisbone that continues now fitting, timely 


prevents it. 


This ſeems to be in their Intentions at pre- 
ſent, which deſerves your communication to 
the Congreſs, and the Marquis de Bezon's Ar- 


rival at Strasburgh, puts it beyond a Queſtion, 


that they'll endeavour to penetrate into Bava- 
ria, &c. through the Black Forreſt, as ſoon as 
they ſhall hear of his Imperial Majeſty's 
Death, which cannot be kept long from them. 
Your Lordſhip is too ſenſible of what 1mport it 
is to our Counſels here, which are all at a ſtand, 
what the Reſolutions of the Queen of Great 
Britain and of their High Mightineſſes, will be; 
wherefore I muſt beg the knowledge of them 
with all poſſible Diſpatch, and beg leave to tell 
you that I am with Truth, 


Tour Lordſbips very humble Servant, 


Mr. 


(14) 
Mr. QEcretary 87. John having acquainted - 
the Houſe of Commons that he had 
a Meſſage from Her Majeſty, figned by Her 
Majeſty, preſented the ſame to the Houſe, 
_ Mr. Speaker read, and was as follow- 
eth, 8 | 


FER MajesTry is pleaſed to acquaint 
this Houſe with the Ill News She hath 
received of the Emperor's Death; And being 
ſenſible of the Conſequence this great Loſs may 
be of, to the Allies; How diſheartened ſome 
of them may be on the one hand, and how 
diligent Fance will be on the other, to improve 
every Accident to their own Advantage ; Her 
MajesTyY isdelirous to let you know, That 
immediately, on the firſt News of the late Em- 
peror's Sickneſs, She came to a Reſolution, to 
ſupport the Intereſt of the Houſe of Auſtria, in 
this Conjuncture, and to uſe Her utmoſt Endea- 
vours to get the King of Spain made Emperor, 


in which the States-General have likewiſe con- 


curred with Her Majeſty ; And fince that, Her 
Majeſty hath taken the molt proper Means to 
engage all thoſe who have a ſhare in this Ele» 
ction, and are in the Intereſt of the Common- 
Cauſe, to joyn with Her, in bringing this 
Great Work to a good Iſſue; and She hath an 
entire Confidence in the Affection and Duty 
of Her Parliament, That with their Aſſiſtance, 
under the Protection and Bleſſing of Alnvghty 

| | God, 


God, She ſhall be enabled to make a hap 
Concluſion of this War, in a Safe and Honou- 


rable Peace. 


The Seaſon of. the Year, and the Length 
Time that bath paſſed ſince your Meeting, 


will make you all wiſh, That you may be at 


liberty to attend the Publick, as well as your 
own private Affairs, throughout the Kingdom, 
and therefore Her Majeſty does recommend to 
you, ſo to haſten your Conſultations about all 
the Publick Concerns, that Her Majeſty may 
put a ſpeedy end to this Seſſion. 


In Anſwer to this, That Honourable Houſe 
Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, | 


That an Humble Addreſs be preſented to 
Her Majeſty, to return Her Majeſty the hum- 
ble Thanks of this Houſe, for Her Majeſty's 
moſt Gracious Meſſage, and to aſſure Her 
Majeſty, That this Houſe is truly ſenſible of 
the great Loſs the Alliance has ſuſtained b 
the Death of the Emperor, and of the early 
and wiſe Care Her Majeſty has been pleaſed 
to take, to prevent the ill Conſequences there- 
of, by reſolving to ſupport the Intereſt of the 
Houſe of Auſtria, and by endeavouring to get 
the King of Spain elected Emperor. And far- 
ther to aſſure Her Majeſty, That She may ſaſe- 
ly place an intire Confidence in the Duty and 
Affection of this Houſe, which cannot be dit. 
couraged by this Misfortune, from Support- 


ws 


ing Her in all thoſe Meaſures, She, in Her 
Great Wiſdom, ſhall judge proper, to bring 
this War to a happy Concluſion, by a fafe and 
honourable Peace. And that this Houſe will 
give all poſſible Diſpatch to the Publick Buſi- 
neſs depending/before them, that ſo Her Ma- 
jeſty may put a ſpeedy End to this Seſſion. 


Which Addreſs being drawn up in perſu- 
ance of the ſaid Reſolution, and carried to the 
Lords for their Concurrence was agreed to, and 
preſented to the Queen on Friday the 2oth of 
April in theſe Terms, which we beg leave to 
reprint for the Honour of both Houſes. 


The Humble Addreſs of the Right Honoura- 
ble the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
and Commons in Parliament Aſſembled. 


Die Veneris 20 Aprilis, 1711. 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 


E Tour Majeſties moſt Dutiful and Loyal 
Subjects, the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 

poral, and Commons of Great Britain, in Parlia- 
ment Aſſembled, beg Leave to Return Your Ma- 
jeſty our moſt humble Thanks for Tour Majeſties moſt 
Gracious Meſſage. We are truly ſenſible of the great 
Loſs the Alliance has ſuſtain'd by the Death of the 
Emperor, and do with all Duty Ackaonletlge the 
Early and Wiſe Care Your Majeſty has been pleas d 
to take, to prevent the Ill Conſequences thereof, by 
| Reſolve . 


670 5 
Reſolving to Support the Intereſts of the Houſe 
Auſtria, aud 9 to 14 the 4. 
on of the Ring of Spain to the Empire. 
Jour M may ſafely place an intire Con- 
nce on our Duty and Affection, and may reſt 
Aſſured, That we cannot he Diſcouraged, by this or 


any other Misfortune, from Supporting Your Ma- 
jeſty in all the Meaſures which Tour Majeſty in Towr 


great Wiſdom, ſhall .oy 4 proper to bring this Way 


toa Happy Concluſion by a Safe and Honourable 
Peace, And being truly convinc'd, how neceſſary 
it is to give all poſſible Diſpatch to the Publick Bu- 
ſineſ, we will of our utmoſt Diligence in every part 
of it Depending before us, That Tour Majeſty may 
ave the S a. of putting a ſpeedy end to 
this Seſſion. p 


* 


Her MAIESTIES moſt Gracious Anſwer. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 


It is of great Importance that the World 
uld know, that both Houſes of Parliament 
do ſo unanimouſly Approve the Meaſures I 
have Taken on this Occaſion of the Emperor's 


; I Thank you very heartily for this Addreſs. 
0 


Death, which will very much Encourage Our 


Allies to continue United in the Common 
Cauſe. 8 


025 
"An Extratt from the Regiſter of the Reſolutions 

«their, High Meg htyneſſes the Lords the oak 4 

- General of the United Netherlands. | 


Lune, 27 Aprilis, 1711. 


R. Van Welderen and other Deputies of 
1Y 4 their High Mightyneſſes for Foreign 
Fairs, reported to the Aſſembly of their 
High Mightyneſſes, that the Count de Sinzin- 
dorf and Baron Heems, Imperial Plenipoten- 
tiaries, had, in a Conference, acquainted them 
with the Death of his Imperial Majeſty on the 
17th of this Month, of which Letters of No- 
tification could not be diſpatch*d in Form b 
the Court of Vienna, becauſe of the ſhortneſs 
of the Time; that the firſt Empreſs-Dowager 
had taken on her proviſionaly theRegencyof the 
Hereditary Countries ; that the general Com- 
mand of all the Imperial Troops was conferr*d 
on Prince Eugene of Savoy ; that he was ſet out 
from Vienna for the Upper Rhine, there to give 
all neceſſary Orders, and would ſpeedily pro- 
'l ceed from thence to the Hague: That they the 
tt ſaid Plenipotentiaries defired their High 
1 Mightyneſſes to lay to Heart this Accident, 
It and the Intereſts of the Houſe of Auſtria with 
Wi their uſual Zeal; and to recommend the ſame 
1 to the Electors of the Empire, to the End his 
ki Royal Majeſty King Charles, only Brother of 
ll his late Imperial Majeſty, may be choſen Em- 


a 


pi peror 


wth „ 


Vikas: . 
ror in his Room: And that their High 
M; htyneſſes would likewiſe be pleaſed. to ſend 


Orders to the Admirals and Commanders of 


their Ships of War in the Mediterranean, to 


favour the Paſſage of his ſaid Royal Majeſty 


from Spain. | 

Which Report being taken into mature De- 
liberation, together with. the Letters written 
on the ſame Subject by Mr. Hamel Bruynins 


Envoy Extraordinary of this State at the Im- 


rial Court, dated the 17th-and 18th Inſtant, 
Lis thought fit and reſolv'd, —_ 

That it ſhall be repreſented by Letters to 
the EleQors of the Empire, that their High 
Mightyneſſes receiv'd the unexpected News 
of the Death of his late Imperial Majeſty of 
glorious Memory with the greateſt Concern 
and Grief; and that this Accident happening 
at a Time when all the High Allies, and the 
Empire (of which his ſaid Imperial Majeſty 
was the Head) are engag'd in a heavy and 
dangerous War, againſt a powerful and for- 
midable Enemy, for the common Liberty and 
Security, it has induc'd their High Mighty- 
neſſes to take into very ſerious Conſideration 
what may be moſt proper for the Preſervation 


and Welfare of the Common Cauſe of the 


High Allies at ſuch a Juncture, that it may 
not ſuffer any Prejudice, or the Enemy gain 


any Advantage, That the firſt and only effe- 
ctual Means to be uſed, is the conſervation and 
continuance of a good Underſtanding, Truſt, 

| > and 


by (=o) 

'and Union, between the High Allies and the 
Empire; that fo each and every one of the 
High Allies and of the States of the Empire, 
may contribute with Zeal, Courage, and 
Firmneſs, and with all their Strength to carry 
on the War with Vigour and Succeſs ; with- 
out omitting the leaſt thing at this Juncture, 
or making any alteration in the common Mea- 
ſures ; but rather improving their Union and 
imploying the utmoſt Efforts, to fruſtate all 
Hopes of the common Enemy of making any 
advantage of this unexpected Accident. That 
nothing can be better for the Welfare of the 
Common Cauſe on this Occaſion, nor more 
Advantagious to all the High Allies and to 
the Empire it felf, than to proceed to the Ele- 
ction of a new Emperor as ſoon as poſſible, 
and to chooſe ſuch a Perſon as may be moſt 
fit and able to carry on the Common Cauſe, 
and to promote it with the ſame Force and 
Succels as did the late Emperor. That where- 
as the Imperial Dignity has for ſo long a courſe 
of Time been conferr'd on Princes of the 
Houſe of Auſtria, and no Male-Heir of that 
Houte is at preſent left, except the only Bro- 
- ther of his late Imperial Majeſty King 
Charles III. therefore they leave it to the con- 
ſideration of the Electors, whether any Per- 
ſon can be found, who by the bleſſing of God, 
can maintain the general Cauſe againſt the 
Common Enemy, and retrieve the Loſs ſut- 
fer'd by the immature Death of his late Im- 
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per Majeſty, more vigorouſly, and in all 
— 


kelihood more effectually than King Charles, 


if rais'd to that Dignity. That it is not the 


Intention of their High Mightyneſſes to in- 
termeddle in this Point, in the conſultations of 
the Electors; but becauſe they have a great 
Concern in the Welfare of the Common Cauſe, 
and are in Alliance with the Empire for car- 


rying on the War, they cannot but impart 


to them their Thoughts concerning this Mat- 
ter. Friendly intreating them to conſider 
thoroughly in their great Wiſdom, and to pro- 


ceed the ſooner the better to the Election; 


that thereby the Affairs of the Empire may be 
adminiſtred to the beſt Advantage, and all 
Hopes and Opportunity cut off from the Ene- 
my of prejudicing the Common Cauſe by their 
Intrigues or otherwiſe, during the Empire's 
want of a Head. : 

That Letters ſhall likewiſe be ſent to the 
ſeveral Circles, as alſo to the chief Princes and 
States of the Empire, to acquaint them that 
*tis their High Mightyneſſes Opinion this un- 
happy Accident ought not to cauſe any Al- 
teration in the common Meaſures concerted 
for promoting the Cauſe of the High Allies; 
and that their High Mighty neſſes are for their 
own part reſolv'd to perſiſt in thoſe Meaſures, 
and to uſe their beſt efforts towards carrying 
on the War, *till it be brought to the deſired 
Iſſue; expecting the like from the High Al- 
lies; and that they look upon Union and Con- 
Cette | | ſtaney 
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ſtancy to be the only means for preventin all 


Damage which the Death of his Imperial Ma- / 


jeſty might otherwiſe occaſion. That the ſaid 
Circles, as alſo the Princes and Members of 


the 1 ſhall be intreated, to contribute 


each as far as concerns them, to the conſerva- 
tion of good Underſtanding and Union in the 
Empire; and not only to perſiſt in the meaſures 
already taken, but alſo with all their Power to 
do their utmoſt in puſhing on the War; and 
that to this purpoſe they ſend their Contin- 
gents to the Army on the Upper-Rhine, and as 
much as poſſible enable that Army to act on 
that Side ; thereby to deprive the Enemy of 
all Hope of reaping any Advantage of this pre- 
ſent Opportunity of the Empire's being with- 
out a Head. | 
That Orders ſhall be ſent to Mr. Mortagne 
their High Mightyneſſes Reſident at Ratis- 
b2ze, to recommend to the Miniſters and De- 
puties of the Princes and States of the Empire 
at the Dyer there, the maintaining of Union, 
the carrying on of the War, and the putting 
into a good condition the Army on the Upper 
Rhine. 5 | 
That further, theſe Sentiments of their High 


Mightyneſſes {hall be communicated to her 
Majeſty of Great Britain, his Majeſty the King 
of Portugal, and his Royal Highneſs the Duke 
of Savoy; namely, that the only means of 
ſecuring the Common Cauſe from all Preju- 
dies by this unhappy Accident, is for the 4 
' | 1ES 


(22) 

Allies to hold faſt together, and with Union 
and Conſtancy abide by the Meaſures already 
taken, each according to their beſt Ability 
contributing to the carrying on of this War 
and promoting the Common Cauſe; And that 
their High W ey will on their Part be 

e 


firm therein; defiring that their Majeſties and 
Royal Highneſs will do the ſame. PLES 

That Letters ſhall likewiſe be written to 
his Majeſty King Charles III. of Spain, to ex- 
hort his Majeſty to exert his Wiſdom and For- 
titude, and to take ſuch Meaſures as may be 
moſt proper and neceſſary for maintaining the 
Cauſe in Spain. 

That all theſe Letters ſhall be ſent to the 
Minifters of the States reſiding at the ſeveral 
Courts, to deliver the fame reſpectively, and 
to ſecond the Tenour thereof the beſt they 


can. And Mr": van Welderen, and the reſt of 


the Deputies of their High Mightyneſſes for 
foreign Affairs, are required to acquaint all the 
Miniſters of the High Allies here, therewith; 
and to urge them, to ſecond and promote the 
Sentiments and Intention of their High Migh- 

tyneſſes. | 
Laſtly, that Orders {hall be ſent to Vice- 
Admiral Preterſov, Commander in chief of 
their High Mightyneſſes Ships of War in the 
Mediterranean, to conſult with his Majeſty 
King Charles, and with the chief Commanders 
of the Ships of War of her Majeſty the Queen 
of Great Britain, what may belt be done by 
ther 


: (24) 
their Naval Force for the good of the Common 
Cauſe; and to aſſiſt in executing whatever 
upon ſuch Conſultation ſhall be judge beſt, 
And an extract of this Reſolution of their 
High Mightyneſſes, ſhall be ſent to Mr. Hamel 
Bruinynx Envoy extraordinary of this State 
at the Court of Vienna, for his Inſtruction, 
that he may govern himſelf accordingly. 


LL. S.] Goſlinga. 
This agrees with the Regiſter. 
F. Fagel. 


—— * * — 
2 
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Their High Mightineſſes the States General's Let- 
ter to the —— of Spain, on the foregoing ſub- 
ject. Dated the 27th of April. 1711. ; 


SIR, | 
3 IS-with an extream Grief that we have 
* been informed of the Death of his Im- 


perial Majeſty, and we would not defer one Mo- 
ment to let your Majeſty know how much we 
are ſenſible of the great Loſs you ſuſtain by the 
Death of a Dear Brother, who was the chief 
and main ſupport of the Alliance. So diſmal 
and unexpected an Accident cannot but cauſe 
ſome Alteration in the Minds of People; but 


we hope it will occaſion no change in or pre- 
judices 


10n 
Ver 
eſt. 
jeir 
mel 
ate 
on, 


ments, we aſſure your Majeſty 


* 


WEE Bp. 
judlice to the Publick Affairs, and that the Pru- 
Wh of the High Allies will hinder the Ene- 
TD y from reaping any Advantage thereby. We 
15 ieve. that the beft they can do in this Jun- 
Cure is to continue ſtrictly united, and pro- 
ſecute the War with firmneſs, without any al- 
teration in the Meaſures that have been con- 
certed ; and in particular in thoſe relating to 
the Affairs of Spain. Theſe being our Senti- 
that we will 
continue to contribute our utmoſt Efforts for 
promoting and ſupporting the Common Cauſe, 
and your Intereſts in particular, not doubring 
but your Majeſty, according to your Great 
; Wiſdom andZeal for the Publick Good, will al- 
ſo do on your part all that will be in your Pow- 
er, as well for preſerving and augmenting the 


. 


good Correſpondence and Union between the 


Allies, as for promoting the Common Cauſe, 
and in particular for ſupporting the Affairs in 
Spain, 5 which we believe the Efforts ought 
not to be in the leaſt leſſened, deſiring your 


Majeſty to take as much care thereof as poſſi- 
ble. We have ordered, and do now order a- 


gain our Vice Admiral Peterſon, who is at pre- 


dent in the Mediterranean, to concert with your 


ay and the Commander of the Fleet of 
Her Majeſty of Great Britaiu the Meaſures that 


ſhall be found neceſſary in the prefent Con- 
juncture, and do whatever ſhall be in com- 
mon,concert thought more uſeful. Mean time, 
as the Imperial Throne is vacant, we have 


D WI1E- 


nn 


written to the Princes, Electors of the Empire, 
to repreſent, that it cannot be more worthily 
flPd than by your Majeſty, whoſe Intereſt we 
have recommended to them in the Election 
which is to be made according to the Conſti- 
tutions of the Empire. We hope that this Evi- 
dence of our ſtri&t Adherence to your Majeſty, 
and our Zeal for your Service will not be dif- 
agreeable to you, and that when Occaſion ſhall 
offer, your Majeſty will have ſome regard for 
the Intereſt of our Republick, and be perſwa- 
ded that we ſhall earneſtly look for Opportu- 
nities to ſhew more and more to your Majeſty 
the great Eſteem we put on your Friendſhip 
and Affection. As to the reſt, we pray God to 
preſerve your Majeſty in good Health, and 
grant you whatever you wiſh. We are, &c. 


The Definition of the Golden-Bull, from George 
| Brandlucht, « Weſtphalian , in his Treatiſe, 
Intituled, Epitome Juriſprudentiz Publicæ, 
Univerſæ, Cc. | TOON WY 


H E Golden-Bull, ( fo call'd from the 

. Emperor's Golden-Seal that is affix'd to 

it, and bears that Name; or from the Golden 

and Illuſtrious Conſtitutions of the Empire 

that are to be read in it) is a wholeſom and 
inviolable Edict, ſet forth by the Authority of 

the Empire and Emperour , whiCh, contains 

thoſe Fundamental Laws, by which the Go- 
vernment and moſt Weighty Affairs of hs | 
_ 1 3 — 2-5 
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Empire are to be duly Adminiſtred. Enacted 
and Publiſhed by the Emperour Charles IV. 
and the States of the Empire, in the Year of 
Chriſt 1356, at Naremburgh in Germany, as 
may be ſeen in the Preamble to it, Epit. Jur. 


Fab. p. 5. 
The moſt material Contents of it. 


H E Emperor being Dead, the Arch- 
Biſhop of Ments dot preſently advertiſe 


the other Eleftors, and appoint a Day, that 


within three Months they or their Ambaſſa- 
dors may meet at Francfort, with full Autho- 
rity to chuſe a new Emperor; and if Mets 
neglect it, the reſt of the Electors may meet 
within the ſame time, none of em having a- 
bove two Hundred Horſe in his Train when 
he enters into the Town, whereof Fifty may 
be Armed. If any one doth not come nor ſend 
his Ambaſſador, or goes away before the Bu- 


ſineſs be ended, he loſeth his right of Election 


for that time. Note, Tho? the Election ſhould be 
made at Frankfort, and the greatef art of the 
Emperours have rectiv'd that Ho ere; nay, tho 
the Elector of Saxony queſtion d 5 Ela 0 of 
Ferdinand I, becauſe it was made at Collen, in 

the Tear 1530. Nevertheleſs, before Ferdinand's | 


Time, Henry the II. was choſen at Mentz, Hen- 


the III. at Aix, Henry the V. at Collen, Lo- 


tharius the II. at 3 and after him Maximi- 


lian and Rodolph the 3 * erdinand the III. 
From 


* 


(289 
From whence-we may conclude, That the Place of 
the Election is not certain. Abridg. ofthe Laws 
and Government of Germany by Lewis de May. 
The Magiſtrates of Frankfort ſhall be Faith - 
ful to the Electors; and during their Aſſembly, 
they ſhall not ſuffer any to come into the 
Town but the Electors and their Trains 
Being all met, the Aſſembly ſhall be perform- 
ed in St. Bartholomew's Church, where every 
one ſhall Swear, the Arch-Biſhop of Ments 
beginning firſt, that they ſhall not do any 
thing in that Buſineſs for any Promiſe or Re- 
Ea : after which they ſhall proceed unto 
the Election; neither ſhall they depart from 
thence before the Emperor be created. And 
if the Election be deferr'd above thirty Days, 
they ſhall have no Meat but Bread and Water. 
He that is choſen by the greater part, ſhall 
have the place, as if it had been done by their 
General Conſent. The Emperor being cho- 
ſen after this manner, he ſhall firſt of all con- 
firm all Privileges belonging to the Electors, 
in their Dignities, Honours, and Immunities; 
Beſides, it is decreed, That one ſhall give ſafe 
Paſſage to another thro? his Territories; What 
Order they ſhall obſerve in their Sittings ; How 
their Voices are to be taken ; What Office e- 
very one ſhall hold, when the Emperor doth 
any thing, or Dines publickly; That during 
the Vacancy of the Empire, the Count Pala- 
tine ſhall have the Chief Command in Smevia, 
Franconia, and upon the River Rhine; And the 


e 
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' f | 
e of Duke of Saxony in thoſe Places which uſe the 
_ - | Saxon Law ; That an EleQor dying, his fac 6 f 
aye Son or Brother ſhall Succeed him; If an Ele- | 
ick. Aor be not eighteen Years Old, his next Kinſ: | 
bly, man ſhall ſupply the place of EleQor until he i 
the come to Years; That the EleQors ſhall meet | 
11NsS every Year, touching the Affairs of the Com- 
m- mon-Wealth ; That the Seat of the Election | 
ery ſhall be at Aer lg and his firſt Inauguration . - 
ents at Aix-la-Chapelle or Aquis-graze; That the E- 
any lectors Sons in their Youth ſhall learn the Ia. 
Re- lian, Latin, and Sclavonian Tongues, to the 
nto end they may be able to Conſer with many 
om Nations; The Emperor ſhall ratifie theſe Laws 
und preſcrib'd by the Electors, i. e. He ſhall deſend 
ays, the Chriſtian Common-Wealth, with the Bi- 
ter. ſhop and Church of Rome, whoſe Advocate 
hall he ſhall be; He ſhall Adminiſter equally, and 
heir ſeek Peace; He ſhall not only confirm the 
ho- Laws of the Empire, eſpecially that which is 
on- call'd the Golden-Bull, but alſo amplifie them, 
ors, with their Advice, where need requires it; He 
ies; ſhall appoint a Senate or Councel in the Em- 
ſafe pire, choſen of Germans, who ſhall Govern the 
hat Common- Wealth; He ſhall not diminiſh the 
ow Rights, Privileges and Dignities of the Prin- 
ge- ces, and Orders of the Empire. That it ſhall 
oth be Lawful for the Electors, when it is needful, 
ing to meet and to confer of Matters concerning 
_ the Common-Wealth ; That he ſhall not any 
via, way hinder their Aſſembly, nor take it in ill 
the part; That he ſhall diſſolve all Leagues * 
uke . y 


_ — 


e 


by the Commons or Nobility againſt the Prin- 


cs, and forbid them by a Law; That he ſhall 


make no Alliance or Contract with Strangers, 


touching the Affairs of the Empire, without 


the Conſent of the Electors; He ſhall not Sell 
nor Pawn the Revenues of the Empire, nor in 
any fort diminiſh them; and whatſoever is 
held by other Nations, and withdrawn from 


the Empire, he ſhall recover upon the firſt oce- 


caſion; Provided always, that there be no 


Frand uſed to them that have Privilege or 


Right. If either He or any of his Houſe doth 
hold any thing unlawfully that belengs unto 
the Empire, they ſhall reſtore it, being requi- 
red by the Electors; He ſhall entertain Peace 
and Friendſhip with other Kingdoms, neither 


hall he undertake any War either within or 


without the Empire, for matters- concerning 
the Empire, without the Conſent of the States, 
eſpecially of the Electors; He ſhall bring no 
ſtrange Soldiers into Germany, but with their 
5 If the Empire be Invaded, he may 
then uſe any Auxiliary Forces; He ſhall not 
call any Dyet, nor ask any Tribute, without 
the Conſent of the Electors; He ſhall not hold 
any Aſſembly without the bounds of the Em- 


pire; He {hall appoint Germans and no Stran- 

gers for the managing publick Affairs, and 

they to be choſen out of the Nobility ; That all 

Letters ſhall be written in the Latin or German 

Tongue; That he ſhall not call any one 

in Queſtion out of the Limits of the 3 
| a 
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and for that many things are done at Rome, 
contrary to the Contracts made at former 
times with Biſhops , 'He ſhall labour with the 


Pope, that no wrong be done to the Privileges 
and Liberties of the Empire ; He ſhall confer 


with the Electors, how the Monopolies of Mere 
chants, which are very pernicious for Germany, 
may be ſuppreſt, and being once reſolv'd, he 
ſhall put it in Execution; He ſhall impoſe no 
Toll nor Tax without the Conſent of the Ele- 
ors; neither ſhall he by his Letters of C:m- 
mendation, impair the Revenues of thoſe Ele- 
tors which are upon the Rhine; If he have 
an Action againſt one, he ſhall not preſcribe 
any Man without ſhewing cauſe, but ſhall 
follow the Courſe of Law; He ſhall not 


give the Lands of the Empire, that be void, 


to any, but apply them to the publick Patri- 


— 2. If he ſhall get any. other Province 
the h 


Ip of the Eſtates, he ſhall joyn it to the 
Empire ; If he ſhall recover any thing that be- 
longs to the Publick with his own Forces, he 
ſhall reſtore it to the Common-Wealth;he ſhall 


-confirm whatſoever the Palatine or the Duke 


of Saxony ſhall do during the Vacancy of the 


Empire; He {hall not practice any thing where- 
by the Dignity of the Empire may be made 
Hereditary to his Houſe, but ſhall leave it free 


unto the Electors to make their Choice, accor- 
ding to the Law of Charles the IV. and the 


Popes Decree ; and whatſoever ſhall be done 
contrary to the tenor hereof, ſhall be void. 


e 


(32). 
* Of the Perſons Elefting. 


How the Number of the Eleftors came to be reduce 
; 0 rſt to Seven, and was afterwards made 
Nine. X 


HE Perſons that are capable of Ele- 
So cting the Emperor were Seven, the moft 
Serene theChief Officers of the Empire, and not 
the Pope, who formerly took occaſion to make 
the World believe, that the Imperial Crown 
was their Gift, and the Emperours their Leige- 
Men. Hiſtorians informs us that Adrian the 
IV. made no ſcruple to write to Frederick Bar- 
boroſſa Emperor of Germany, Inſigne Corone bene- 
ficium tibi contulimus, which was ſo offenſively 
taken, that (as the German Biſhops in their 
Letter to the ſame Pope tell Him) The whole 
Empire was incens d at it; the Ears of his Imperial 
Majeſty could not hear it with Patience, nor the 
Princes of the Empire endure it, and they them- 
ſelves neither durſt or could approve it. Where- 
upon the Pope aforeſaid found himſelf under a 
neceſſity of Explaining himſelf, chat by Berefi- 
cium, he meant nothing but Bonum Factum, a 
good Deed, and by Contalimus, nothing but 
Impoſuimus, That he had Crown'd him. So the 
Emperour complains to the Biſhops ; 4 Pictura 
cæpit, a Pictura ad ſcripturam-proceſſit, 4 ſcriptu- 
ra in Autorit atem prodire conalur, &c. It began 
with Painting, it proceeded to writing, * from 
s n 
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Writing it endeavours to uſurp 


} 


the Supream * 


thbority. Me will not (purſues that Prince) ſaf- 
fer it, we will not endure it, we will rather diveſt 
our ſelves 


our Imperial Crown, than permit the 
Empire itſelf to be Depos'd with our Conſent. Let 
the Pictures be defaced, let the Writing be retra- 


Fed, that Perpetual Monuments of Enmity between 


the Scepter and the Mitre, may not continue. 
Gold. Conſiſt. Impreſſæ Frantofurti, An. 1607. 
p- 1. pag. 62. But to return from this Digreſſi- 
on. After the Imperial Dignity ceas'd to be 
Hereditary in the Perſon of Hexry the IV. who 
was declar'd, by reaſon of Mal- adminiſtrati- 
on, incapable of reigning, the Germons made a 
Law, whereby they aboliſh'd the Right of 
Succeſſion, and aſſum'd to themſelves that of 
chuſing their Emperors ; tho? ſome will have 
it, that the EleQors were inſtituted after the 


Death of Otho the II. and others only in the 


Time of Rodolph of Habſpurg, This is certain, 
when the Empire at. firſt came to be Elective, 
all the Princes as well Secular as Eccleſiaſtical, 
the Lords, Prelates, and Cities ; in one Word, 
all the Eftates of the Empire got the Power of 
the Creation, Afterwards in Proceſs ot Time 


the leſs conſiderable were debarr'd of that 


Right, and at lentgh the Confuſion which 
grew from that great Number of Electors 
made it to be thought convenient to reduce 
them to a few, when they that held the high- 
eſt Offices in the Imperial Court excluded all 
other from them; and the Emperor Charles IV. 


E CON i. 


—— — — 
— — — — — P —— —— 253 pa 
- 
* * 


peror Ferdinand 


* * an . ** 2 2 * * * 118 * a 
* : „ h 
= 1 3 
. 
5 . 
C - 
* 
* ö 9 . 


* . 


- Gonfirni'd them in that Right, by a Regulati- 


on, which he made in the Ordinance aforeſaid, 
calPd The Golden Ball. e des 
The Abbot of Urſperg writes, that Henry the 


IV. was rais'd to the Imperial Digott by the 
he 
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The $th was not heard of till che laſt Trea; 
ty of. Peace a at Munſter and Oſnabrug 
in the Year 7 n the Year 1623, the Em, 


transfer'd the Electoral 
Digni- 


4 


that it ſwept away more than ha 
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Dignity from Frederick V. Count Palatine, to 
Maximilian Duke of Bavaria, This Tranſla- 
tion of Dignity, and many other Acts of So- 
vereignty, which the Empire remark'd in Fer- 
dinand with a Jealous Eye; as the taking up- 


on himſelf alone to decide Matters, Which 


cannot be determined, but by the judgment 
of all the Eſtates of the Empire; the reſum- 
ing of Church-Lands poſſeſsd by Proteſtants 
and Religious Orders, together with a Fear of 
worſe Proceedings, oblig'd the Princes to join 
in a League, and to call Strangers to their Af. 
ſiſtance. The War was fo long and bloody, 

le the People 
of Germany. At laſt, both ſides being weary, 
an Aſſembly was held at Munſter to conclude 


a Peace, and the Ambaſſadors there found 


themſelves in a ſtreight how to fatisfie the 
two principal Branches of that Houſe. Each of - 


them pretended to that Electorate; the firſt, 
having had poſſeſſion thereof for many Ages, 
requir'd the reſtitution of it; and the ſecond, 
alledging the ſignal Services he had done the 
Empire, by which he merited that Recom- 
pence, would not conſent to the Peace, unleſs 
it were provided, that he ſhould enjoy that 
Honour. In coacluſion, as Maximilian had ma- 
ny Friends, fo Charles Lewis did not want his 


Supports: Whereupon they came to this Agree- 


ment, That the Duke of Bavaria ſhould have 


the firſt Elector ſhip to him and his Poſterity, 
and an eighth Place ſhould be new ercQed for 
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the Prince Palatine of the Rhine, upon this con- 
dition, That if the Galielmine Branch happen'd 


to fail before the Rhodolphine, - theſe Latter 
ſhould re-enter into their antient Electorſhip, 


and the other newly Created ſhould be wholly 


aboliſhed. | 

A 9th Electorate has been ſince eſtabliſh'd 
in the Houſe of Brunſwick Lunenburgh, by the 
Emperor Leopold; ſo that the preſent Electors 
are three Eccleſiaſtick, and ſix Secular; they 
of Ment a, Triers, and Cologn, are Arch-Biſhops 
and Arch-Chancellors: The firſt in Germany, 
the ſecond in Fance, and in the Kingdom of 
Arles, and the third in Traly. The Seculars are 
the King of Bohemia, who is great Cup-bearer, 
the Dukeof Bavaria, who is great Steward, the 
Duke of Saxony, now King of Poland, who is 
put Marſhal or Conſtable, the Marquiſs of 

randenburgh, now King of Prufſia, great Cham- 
berlain, the Prince Palatine of the Rhine great 


Treaſurer, and the Duke of Hannover great — — 


Of the Perſon to be choſen Emperor, and the man- 
ner of Electing. 


HE Perſon that is to be choſerf Empe- 

ror, muſt be of an Illuſtrious, Rich, and 
German Family, becauſe he is to be Head over 
many Princes that reſemble ſo many Kings, 
and it is to be preſum'd they would not Wil- 
lingly yield Obedience to a Perſon of mean 
Condition. He ſhould be Rich, becauſe the 
| Em- 
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Emperors have alienated almoſt all the Rights 


of the Empire, and by their ill -Husbandry 
forc'd the Electors to have an Eye to the 
Wealth of him they chuſe, that he may main. 


tain himſelf out of his-own Revenues, with 


what is requiſite for Imperial Majeſty, The 


manner of making the Election is thus. Up- 


on the arrival of the Electors or their AmbaClc 


fadors at Franckfort, they hold a Counſel in 
the Rommer or Tawn-Houſe, in a Hall ap- 
pointed for that End, where they take.an Oath 
of the Inhabitants, Citizens, and Soldiers, and 
by ſound of Drum, and a publick Proclama- 
tion command all Perſons to depart the Town 


that do not belong to ſome of the Electors; and 


after divers Seſſions and Conſultations appoint 


a Day for the Election; the Day before which 


the Magiſtrates of the aforeſaid Town make 
another Proclamation, commanding all Stran- 
ers, not belonging to the Electors, or not 
Band by Oath to the Senate, preſently to de- 
rt the Town, whoſe Gates are immediate- 
Faber their ſo doing, ſhut up. On the Day 
of the Election, the Electors come to the Town- 


Houſe on Horſe- back, in great Pomp, where 


having put on their Robes, and come forth in- 
to the Great Hall of the Council, they ride to 
St. Bartholomew's Church, and being enter'd, 
the Doors are ſhut : 'Then the Organs play, and 
the Muſicians perform - the Anthem of Jas 
Sante Spiritus, the Proteſtant Electors retirin 

during the Celebration of the Maſs: Aſter 


Which, 


1 
| 
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a | 
| which, every one of them aſcends to the high- 
eſt Step of the Altar, the Eccleſiaſtical Electors 
laying their Hands on their Breafts, and the 
Secular Eleftors laying their Hands on the 
Goſpel, the Arch-biſhop of Mentx ſhall admi- 
miniſter to them, and take with them, the fol- 
lowing Oath. 


I. N. Arch-Biſhop of Mentz, ſwear upon 
this Holy Goſpel, and by the Faith J owe 
ta God and the Holy Roman Empire, that 
according to my beſt Abilities, and with 
the help of God, J will Elect ſuch a Perſon 
fo: King of the Romans, whom J ſhall think 
wozthy of that Dignity, and that without 
any Solicitation, pzivate Jntereſt, Hopes 
of Keward, Pꝛomite, oz Expectation what- 
ſoeder: So help me God and his Saints. 


The Oath being taken, they enter into the 
Imperial Chappel, and proceed to the Election, 
Where having agreed upon the Election, and 
the Proclamation being made in the Chappel, 
they come forth, in the manner following. 
Firſt the Elector of Mentæ, then the Electors 
of Cologn and Treves, who lead between them, 
his Imperial Majeſty Elected, then follow the 
Secular Electors two and two, Trumpets ſound- 
ing, and Drums beating, Bells ringing, and the 
great Ordinance of the Town firing. His Im- 
perial Majeſty is then led towards the high 
Alcar in the Choir, where kneeling down up- 
| ; ON 
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on the higheſt Step, the Electors ſtanding on 


either ſide of him, ſing Adjutorium noſtrim in 


Nomine Domini, and the Plalm, In Virtute tas 
Letabitar Rex. Which being ended, they ſet the 
Emperor upon the Altar, and the Te Deum Lan- 
damus is Sung from one end unto the other, with 
Voices, Trumpets,and Clarions; This done,they 
raiſe him up above the Altar, and the Electors 
conduct him to the Theatre, built before the 
Choir, upon which there are Nine Chairs for 
the Electors cover'd with Black Velvet, and one 
rais'd-a Degree higher than the reft cover'd 


with Cloth of Gold, upon which the Emperor 
fits, and then Proclamation is made by the 


great Dean or Provoſt of Mentæ and Wormes, 
of His Majeſty's Election. After which his 
Imperial Majeſty and EleQors riſe from their 
Chairs, and return to the Palace, called the 
Great Braunſels, where they divert themſelves 


in all Noble Exerciſes till the Coronation, 


which the Electors pretend to have the Ap» 


pointment of, both as to Time and Place. 
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2 TH E Ceremonies that are ordinarily perform'd 
I at this Solemnity, are ſo Obvious to every Rea- 
der, from the many Authors that have written concerning 
them, that I ſhall only mention ſome that are Exrraor- 
dinary, and not fo eaſy ro be mer with ; The firit of which 
15, That the Emperors by Antient Cuſtom were firſt bound 
to put on the Habit of a Deacon and Canon of Sancta Ma- 
ria de la Torre in Rome, before they can be compleatly on. 


ö ) | 

ed with chat Dignity, as in the Caſe of Charles V. ar his 
Coronation in Bolognia. Herbert's Hiſt. Henr. 8. Anno 1529. | 
* 2 That there were the ſeveral Crowns of the Emperors 
of Rome : The firſt Crown is of Silver, when he is Crown'd 
at Aix. la- Chu he le, for the Realm of Germeny, and is kept 
there: The ſecond Crown is of Iron, when he is Crown's at 
Milan, for the Realm of Lombardy and is kept at Modena: And 
the third of Gold, when he is Crown'd at St. Peter's at Rome, 
for the Empire of Kome , where it commonly remains, 
being kept with three ſeveral Keys, by three ſeveral Arch- 
Biſhops. The Keys, one of Iron, one. of Silver, and the 
other of Gold. Donald Lupton in his Tract, Intituled, Em- 
blems of Rarities. Page 416. Printed Anno 1636, 

3. That as the Prince Palatine, and the Duke of Saxony; 
do deliver the Royal Diadem to the Emperor Elect, there- 
by giving him Poſſeſſion of the German Empire; ſo does „ 
the Biſhop of Rome in the Name of all the Romans, give®. 
unto the ſame Perſon by them approved, the Ornamenrs of 
the Remen Empire; which is Grotius's Obſervation, in his A 
Treatiſe, Of the Rights of War and Peace. Lib. 2, cap. 9. 
Sect. 11, when he rakes occaſion ro ſhew by what Right the 
Pope, in the Vacancy, delivers thoſe Ornaments of the x- 

man Empire to the Emperor of Germany. 

4. There is likewiſe another which remains in Doubt az 
mong ſome ſpeculative Perſons, which may be ſer down by 
way of Queſtion, viz. Whether the Imperial Dignity is ef 
Validity without che Coronation by the Hands of the Pope? 
The Canoniſts pretend that it is not; tho'a Reſolution of 
this Queſtion may be found in Doctor Zouch's Tract. De 
Audicio inter Gentes. Pars 2. Sect 2. Queſt. 2. Page 58, 5g. 
And in Biſhop Bramhall's Fuſt Vindication of the Church of 
England, Cap. 7. Page 163, 164. Printed, Anno 1654. 
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in a View of the Management of the War in [Spain, under 
the reſpective Commands of the Earls of Peterborough and 
Gallway, Occafion'd by ſome late Inquiries in the Houſe 
of Peers. With their Lordſhips Proceedings thereupon, 
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